Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


A  ^/  i        ,  ^  UNITED  STATES  DEPilRHENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

^  0  A       J <y  Agricultural  Marketing  Administration 
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.DEEYDRATION:    Looms  steadily  larger,  particularly  for  Lend-Lei 
to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  on  a  broad  dehydration  program 
committee  of  AM  officials.    Taking  the  water  out  of  foods  saves  valuable  wartime 
shipping  space.    A  brief  summary  of  what's  been  done  so  far  in  the  dehydration 
field  follows:  .  .  : 

DRIED  MILK:    Substantial  switch  from  evaporated  to  dried  milk  for  Lend-Lease  will  be 
encouraged.    Also  imperative  is  trend  from  evaporated  production,  in  areas  where 
other  processing  and  marketing  outlets  are  available,  to  spray  dry  skim  and  butter, 
and  dried  v/hole  milk..  This  is  for  your  information  only.    I'Jatch  for  letter  in  next 
few  days  to  TfB's  and  industry  giving  full  information.    Current  rate  of  evaporated 
production  and  stocks  on  hand  are  muc?i  larger  than  necessary  to  meet  1942-43  require^ 
ments.     This  does  NOT  mean  that  total  milk  production  should  be  curtailed.  Should 
be  kept  at  highest  possible  peak  lAhere  there  are  marketing  facilities  to  assure  con- 
tinued vital  supplies.     L-L  demand  has  shifted  from  evaporated  to  driod  milk  because 
of  shipping  situation.    For  every  100  pounds  gross  shipping  weight  you  can  send  86 
pounds  dried  milk  abroad  compared  v/ith  only  23  lbs,  in  evaporated  form,    Ai^lA  is  en^ 
larging  purchases  of  spray  dried  skim  milk  also  taking  spray  dried  i^vhole  milk  (TO 
Letter  17),    Will  continue  to  buy  all  dry  skim,  American  cheese  and  ovapor':^J:3d  milk 
offered  within  certain  grade  and  price '  levels.    During  past  year  Al'lA  has  purchased 
more  than  333,000,000  pounds  Am.Brican  cheese,  155,000,000  pounds  dry  skim  miik, 
36,000,000  cases  evaporated  milk,  8,000,000  pounds  of  butter  o.nd  4,000,000  pounds  of 
dried  whole  milk. 

DRIED  EGGS;     Prior  to  1941  US  driod  egg  production  ran  about  10,000,000  lbs.  with  a 
plant  capacity  of  50,000,000  lbs.     This  has  been  built  up  now  to  production  of  280, 
000,000  lbs.     (FYI-Am  has  approved  plants  that  would  provide  90,000,000  lbs,  more.) 
This  latter  production  is  dependent  upon  getting  priorities  for  materials,  however. 
Egg  purchases  for  most  part  are  being  held  to  dried  egg  spots  and  future.     This  pur- 
chase method  allows  processors  to  plan  operations  ond  should  stabilize  egg  market  on 
year  around  basis,  eliminating  drastic  price  recessions  in  peak  production  periods. 
AMA  buying  between  5  and  8  million  pounds  dried  eggs  weekly.     Ten  firms  have  con- 
tracts to  pack  dried  eggs  for  L-L  in  5  oz.  air,  moisture,  light,  and  grease  proof 
containers.    Each  package  contains  equivalent  of  12  shell  eggs  and  is  handy  for  homa 
use.    Expect  about  20,000,000  of  these  5  oz.  packages  to  move  into  L-L  monthly. 

DEHYDRiiTED  VEGET^iBIES:     Program  for  expansion  of  dehydrated  vegetable  production  (W 
letter  No.  16)  has  been  announced  by  USDA,    Existing  vegetable  dehydrators  v;ill  be 
invited  to  expand  present  facilities,  and  experienced  food  processors  will  be  assisrb 
ed  -lAhere  necessary  to  convert  part  or  all  their  plants  to  dehydration.     Approval  of 
USDA  necessary  to  participate;  technical  assistance  will  be  furnished  new  firms. 
War  Department  and  YijPB  will  cooperate  in  program.    USDA  will  contract  vdth  processor 
meeting  requirements  of  program  for  that  part  their  dehydrated  vegetable  production 
needed  to  meet  domestic,  L-L  and  military  requirements,  on  both  ciu'rent  ond  future 
delivery  basis  .    Specifications  being  drafted.    Dept.  also  will  assist  in  seeking 
priorities  for  materials  needed  to  expand  or  convert  plants  of  firms  selected  to 
participate.    Program  will  seek  increased  production  of  dehydrated  white  ond  sweet 
potatoes,  onions,  cabbage,  carrots,  beets,  and  rutabagas.     Plants  interested  in  pro* 
gram,  should  con-t:act  AM  Fruit:  and  Vegetable  Branch,  here.     Consideration  of  applica» 
tions  will  take  into  account:     1.  location  with  respect  to  war  strategy;  2.  suita- 
bility of  plant  for  expansion  or  conversion;  3.  availability  of  experienced  manage- 
ment and  labor;  4.  possibility  of  convQrting  with  least  possible  use  of  critical 
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natorialsj  5.  availo.bility  of  anplo  vegetable  supplies,-  6,  availability  of  pro- 
duction and  harvest  labor;  7,  ability  of  plant  operators  tc  arrange  financing  of 
exponsion  or  conversion  and  8,  geographical  and  climtic  conditi-one- affecting  ' 
suitability  of  vegetables  for  dehydration. 

CONT-'JIffiRS:     General  ou-tilook  for  BAGS  is  good  according  to  OAl'JR.    ViTPB  order  (L-99) 
providing  for  increased  production  of  fabric  ,by  cotton  nills  will  aid  considerably. 
Estimated  that  cotton  fabric  production  vail  be  increased  fron  14,000,000,000  to 
15,000,000,000  yds.  by  1943.     Situation  regarding  CILiTES ,  Hi'JIPSRS ,  BOXES , .  about 
sans  as  last  week  (li/B  Letter  No.  17), 

F-'iRM  L'lBOR:    Farn  Labor  survey  (17B  letter  No,  16)  reveals  groat  need  for  educating 
farners  to  fact  that  problem  must  be  v/orked  out  on  '"grass  roots"  basis  j  "that  they 
nust  take  advantage  of  Governnont  organizations  dealing  v/ith  problem- and.  vrork  out 
their  own  program  froxa  the  farm  level.    Re c omen dat ions  covering  follovdng  points 
were  developed  from  survey  and  are  being  considered  now;     1,  Program  for-  trans-pk^rt- 
ing  ne  cessary  vforl<B  rs  from  one  area  to  another,     Possibili-ty  that  something  bo  done 
'  on  this  soon,     2,     US  Employment  Service  should  be  expanded  to  staff  local  offices 
with  farm  placement  m3n  and  streaMlined  to  expedite  clearance  of  avilable,  vrorkers 
from  one  area  to  another,     3.     Further  clarif ic^.tion  of  coordination  bet^/cen.  Vro '  s 
and  farm  labor  subcomiaittees  of  Planning  Committees.     4.     There  vdll  be  ilO  expansion 
of  program  to  use  concientious  objectors  on  farms  until  experiments  in  ''Wisconsin, 
New  York  and  Connecticut  thoroughly  studied.    This  is  NO  appreciable  source  of  form 
labor.     Only  about  1500  in  entire  country  with  farm  experience,     5,     FSA  farm  labor 
camps  in  areas  dependent  on  migratory  vvrorkors:    Every  effort  being  made -to  pru-Tide 
these  but  they  are  tied  up  in  WFB  priorities.     Instead  of  depending  upon  this it 
is  recorainended  that  local  farm       ups  hunt  for  unused  summer  camps,  etCo  fox  housing 
6,     Thetre  is  need  for  greater  recognition  of  importance  of  farm  worter  to  vrar  effort 
May  be  program  on  this.     Some  areas  doing  good  v;ork  with  posters  putting  farm  lab  )r 
on  same  line  v;ith  soldier,  defun.e  industry  worker.    Need  for  good  posters  in  right 
places.     Get  them  out.     Good  work   lone  in  som.e  areas  -wdth  appeals  to  High  School 
students.     Generally,  there  are  no  complaints  about  lack  of  Selective  Service  cooper 
ation  n'W, 

TRiiNSPORTATION:     Office  of  Defense  Transportation  has  suspended  until  July  1  its 
order  that  persons  hauling  farm  produce  to  market  must  haul  back  at  least  a  75  per- 
cent full  load.     This  order,  ?j-hich  applied  to  all  except  farner-ownod  trucks,  would 
have  been  effective  Juno  1,     It  viras  criticized  by  farmers,  at  recent  conferences 
throuf^out  country  on  transportati(.-n  problems,  v;h'^  stressed  the  seas'.mal  movement  of 
farm  products  and  fact  that  75  percent  full  return  loads  might  not  be  available  at 
those  times,     f\}iUv  observers  at  the  transportation  meetings  reported  great,  deal  of 
farmer  interest  and  evident  desire  to  cooperate  in  program  to  conserve  farm  trucks 
and  tires, 

STOR-.GE:    WPB  has  amended  its  order  (L121 )  freezing  lumber  to  permit  construction  oi 
farm  storage  facilities  r-Jid  manufacture  of  boxes  and  crates  for  shipping  farm  prod- 
ucts.    Farmers  may  get  lumber  from  retailers  by  signing  endorsement  that  it  will  be 
used  for  construction,  extcnsi  m,  remodeling,  repairing  nr  maintenance  of  facilities 
for  storage  of  agricultural  products  or  for  packaging,  boxing,  crating  or  stov/ing 
farm 'products  for  shipments.     Grain  storar-e  is  going  under  permit  system  such  as  was 
in  effect  last  year.     Grain  vdll  mt  bo  moved  into  storage  areas  without  permit. 
Permit,  will  not  be  granted  unless  storare  space  is  available.    Already  in  operation 
in  some  areas,  system  vd3l  be  extended  to  others  by  industry  committees  representing 
interested  parties  and         ..  USDA, 

VIC  TORY ,  FOOD  SPECIAL:  program  is  rolling  right  along,     (Vffi  letters  No, 16  and  17.) 
Aiparapjs  and  spinach  will  be  featured  north  of  Virginia  imd  east  of  Ohio  June  1  to 
8,, and  onions,  nationally,  June  8  to  15,     Looks  now  as  if  tomatoes  will  be  featured 
last  week  in  June,  and  peaches  about  mid- July,    ^ihether  these  latter  foods  will 
o  , J., , r, I  ■) ^  >       "1 '"^T" ri  H-n-t^p-n o-p,  dev^lf'^m""  t^  rr--— t-,  fr^-yv  .v\r'=pk''    but  '^resent  out- 


